[Right thoracotomy to approach mitral or tricuspid valve in reoperation].
Four patients underwent mitral valve re-replacement, and required tricuspid annuloplasty in two, through a right thoracotomy. There was no major postoperative morbidity and recovery was full and uneventful. The indications for selection of this approach were isolated mitral valve disease or combined tricuspid and mitral valve disease, severe adhesion between heart and sternum on CT scan, intact aortic valve and no severe reduction of respiratory function. We recommend right thoracotomy to approach atrioventricular valves in selected situations in patients for reoperations.